Fredericksburg Area Youth Football League

 Coaches Code of Conduct

All Administrators, Coaches, and Volunteers will abide by a Standard of Conduct, which includes the following provisions. If any of these provisions are violated, the Association/Conference shall have the authority to impose a penalty they see fit.  If any of these provisions are violated during a Regional or National event, the National Office, at its sole discretion, shall have the authority to impose any penalty it sees fit with no right to appeal.  Administrators, Coaches, and Volunteers, having already accepted and agreed to abide by the Coach and Administrators Pledge and the Coach and Administrators Code, accept and active participation in membership, shall follow the intent of the Pledge and Code and shall agree to:

Conduct 1: Not smoke and/or use smokeless tobacco on the field or in front of participants at any FAYFL sponsored event.  The following penalties will be administered for any infractions of this rule:
First Offense:  Suspension for a week of – including all practices and games.
Second Offense:  Suspension for two weeks – including all practices and games.
Third Offense:  Board appearance and possible dismissal from League.  Failure to appear will result in an immediate dismissal.

Conduct 2: Abstain from the possession and drinking alcoholic beverages and the possession or use of any illegal substance on the field or in front of participants at any time. Any violation of this rule is grounds for automatic dismissal from the FAYFL for the current season.  Reinstatement will be determined by the FAYFL board in the following season.
Conduct 3: Accept decisions of the game officials and judges on the field and in competitions as being fair and called to the best of their ability. The following penalties will be administered for any infractions to this rule:

First Offense:  Warning during the game.
Second Offense:  Suspension for the following game. 
Third Offense:  Board appearance and possible dismissal from League.  Failure to appear will result in an immediate dismissal.

Conduct 4: Not criticize an opposing team, its players, spirit participants, coaches, or fans by word of mouth or by gesture. The following punishments will be administered for any infractions to this rule:

First Offense:  Warning during the game.
Second Offense:  15 yards team penalty during the game.
Third Offense:  Violator will be suspended for duration of game and following week’s game.
Conduct 5: Together with team officials, be jointly responsible for the conduct and control of teams, fans and spectators.  The following penalties will be administered for any infractions to this rule:

First Offense:  Warning during the game.

Second Offense:  15 yards team penalty during the game. Violators will be escorted from the field.

Third Offense:  Violator  (if the violator has not left) and Head Coach suspended for duration of game and following week’s game.  
Conduct 6: Not use abusive or profane language at any time. 

Conduct 7: Not encourage their teams to intentionally run up the score on an opponent.  In the event of a commanding lead every effort shall be made to let all players play.  The following penalties will be administered for any infractions to this rule:

First Offense:  Warning during the game.
Second Offense:  15 yards team penalty during the game. 

Third Offense:  Head coach suspended for one game.
Conduct 8: Not ask, permit or encourage, “extreme dieting”, or “sweating down” tactics of any kind for any reason. Must report any instance witnessed or suspected to the parent/guardian and local administrator. The following penalties will be administered for any infractions to this rule:

First Offense:  Warning.
Second Offense:  Suspension for one game.
Third Offense:  Board appearance and possible dismissal from League. 
Conduct 9: Not recommend or distribute any medication, controlled or over the counter. Each player will need a signed waiver from their parent if they would like their child to be given any medication.
Conduct 10: Not deliberately incite unsportsmanlike conduct.  Unsportsmanlike conduct is defined as any physical or otherwise abusive act by player, coach, or spectator, to include kicking, spitting, profanity, etc, but not limited to any other rules of conduct outlined in this code.  The following penalties will be administered for any infractions to this rule:

First Offense:  Warning to violator.
Second Offense:  Suspension of violator (player) for remainder of game.
Third Offense:  Violator and Head Coach appear before the FAYFL board.  Failure to do so results in immediate dismissal.
Conduct 11: Never criticize or berate participants. Provide constructive criticism, in private, or in the presence of team/squad members if others might benefit.

Conduct 12: Remove any participant from a game or practice when his/her health is in question regardless whether or not it is result of injury, until competent medical advice is available  Speak to the parent(s) in regards to his/her child and possible safety issues with child playing football.  .

Conduct 13: A coach will follow the parameters of the Anti-Substance Abuse Rule and see that it is carried out faithfully and that all players understand its importance.

Conduct 14: A coach will not use ineligible players and will take the responsibility of having proper and legal documents on each and every player proving his eligibility. If it is found that a coach is using an ineligible player on his team, the head coach will be immediately suspended indefinitely from the League.
Conduct 15: Ensure that all participants meet the minimum required number of plays under the Mandatory Play Rules and Regulations.

Conduct 16:  Prepare/Maintain all regulation paper work needed for conference/competitive play and Insurance regulation paper work.  A copy will be given to league secretary no later than the season opening game.  Any coach failing to provide information to the league secretary will result in ineligibility of the team and/or individual players.
Conduct 17:  FAYFL head coaches will become certified through USA Football no later then July 1 of the current year.  FAYFL agrees to pay for the certification after the coach has submitted an application to the board for approval.

Conduct 18: All coaches (head & assistant when required) agree to attend any League mandatory meeting(s).  The following penalties will be administered for any infractions to this rule:

First Offense:  Warning.
Second Offense:  Suspension for one week of practice and game.
Third Offense:  Board appearance and possible dismissal from League.  Failure to appear will result in an immediate dismissal.

Conduct 19:  Coaches agree to provide league support to include, but not limited, to field support, appointed concession day, league fundraiser raffle.  Failure to support League activities will result in the immediate termination of the head coach.
Conduct 20: Uphold all rules and regulations of the League, Association, Conference, Region, and National AYF. 
Signature:  ______________________________________________

Print Name:  ____________________________________________

Team/Organization:  ___________________________________________

Date:  ___________________________________
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